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MEMBER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FRIDAY, 1ST MARCH, 2019 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Councillor J Dowson in the Chair 

 Councillors B Anderson, K Bruce, 
N Buckley, C Campbell, A Gabriel, 
M Harland, J Illingworth, T Leadley, J Lewis 
and A Smart 

 
 

22 Appeals Against Refusal of Inspection of Documents  
 

There were no appeals against refusal of inspection of documents. 
 

23 Exempt Information - Possible Exclusion of the Press and Public  
 

There were no resolutions to exclude the public. 
 

24 Late Items  
 

There were no late items submitted to the agenda for consideration. 
  

25 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests  
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

26 Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Cohen and K 
Maqsood, with Councillor G Harper in attendance as substitute. 
 

27 Minutes - 22 November 2018  
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2018 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 

28 Local Authority Appointments to Outside Bodies  
 

The City Solicitor submitted a report providing an update on the current 
position regarding Member appointments to outside bodies, along with an 
opportunity to confirm Member nominations to remaining vacancies or alter 
existing appointments. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
 

- Kevin Tomkinson, Principal Governance Officer 
- Helen Gray, Senior Governance and Scrutiny Officer 
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Members discussed a number of matters, including: 
 

 Members requested some changes to the spreadsheet at Appendix 1. 
This included the introduction of a short description of each outside 
body, along with a filtering option to allow Members to view internal and 
external appointments separately. 

 Members sought clarity as to whether nominations of Honorary 
Aldermen could be made to outside body appointments. Members 
heard that this was possible, however had not received a large amount 
of uptake from either outside bodies or Honorary Aldermen.  

 Members queried as to whether Members attendance to outside body 
meetings was recorded, and were informed that the Governance and 
Scrutiny Support Team simply manage the appointments and therefore 
do not request information from the outside bodies regarding Members 
attendance. However, Outside Bodies who have concerns about a 
Member’s contribution have historically contacted the team to let them 
know and seek a replacement appointment.  

 There was some discussion around the approach to unfilled 
appointments, particularly when they have been vacant for some time. 
The Chair felt that there needed to be further discussion on this matter 
at a future meeting.  

 
RESOLVED –  
 

a) That the current position in relation to elected Member appointments to 
outside bodies detailed in Appendix 1 be noted. 
 

b) That the appointment process for the Yeadon Town Hall Community 
Interest Company (CIC) be agreed as a Community Committee 
decision. 
 

c) That the following appointments be confirmed: 
Leeds Culture Trust Board- Councillor J Blake and Councillor D Cohen 
 

d) That the change of appointments since the last meeting of the 
Committee be noted. 

 
Councillors J Illingworth and B Anderson arrived at the meeting at 10:40am 
during discussion of this item. Councillor J Lewis left the meeting at 11:05am 
during discussion of this item. 
 

29 Progressing the Council's long-term ambition to move to paper free 
distribution of Committee agendas  

 
The City Solicitor submitted a report presenting an update to Member 
Management Committee following the report to Committee in November 2018 
looking at options to reduce the cost of printed agenda distribution and the 
associated environmental impact. 
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Kevin Tomkinson, Principal Governance Officer, was in attendance and 
introduced the report, highlighting the progress made with the paper-free 
agenda since the previous meeting.  
 
Members discussed a number of matters, including: 
 

 Members sought an update on the use of the Modern.Gov app on a 
computer, to allow Members to annotate published agendas and 
minutes for Committee meetings. It was confirmed that the 
Modern.Gov app would be available following the roll-out to Members 
of the Windows 10 upgrade. 

 An issue reported from the Scrutiny Boards who had trailed a paper-
free approach was the occasional difference in page numbers between 
paper copies and electronic versions of reports. 

 There were some queries around the ability to access exempt or 
confidential information contained in agenda packs, which was not 
currently possible through the Modern.Gov app. Members heard that 
there was an additional app that would allow for this, however there 
would be a cost to this.  

 
RESOLVED –  
 

a) That progress made to date in reducing the amount of paper agendas 
produced by the authority in line with the recommendations made by 
this Committee in November 2018, be noted. 
 

b) That all Members be contacted to request their preference in regards 
electronic or paper agenda packs, for all Committees, and for their 
preference to be actioned for all future Committees.  

 
30 Any Other Business  
 

The Chair informed Members of some discussions that had taken place 
outside of the meeting around the criteria for the appointment of Honorary 
Aldermen. The Chair informed the Committee that she felt that ‘time of 
service’ would be an appropriate measure, Members broadly supported the 
suggestion that a minimum of 8 years would be an appropriate length of 
service, however felt that the issue needed to be considered in further detail 
at a future meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 11:35am. 
 


